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In 2008, the European Public Policy Con-ference (EPPC) was founded with the intention to address pressing challenges of today and possible challenges that may emerge tomorrow in the continent of Eu-rope. Fully student-run, this event is spon-sored by the IPLI Foundation and orga-nized by students of the Hertie School in Berlin. For every edition of the EPPC, stu-dents are responsible for all aspects of the event, including creating the conference concept, inviting speakers, and selecting the city where the EPPC is held. Goal of the conference is to empower students and future policy leaders to take charge and direct their own educational experi-ence with regard to the public policy issues that they consider to be most important.This year was no exception: from April 23 to 25, 2021, we came together in Berlin and online and hosted the 13th edition of the EPPC.

Following up on last year’s topic - focused on climate and sustainability - and wanting to expand on it, we decided for the circu-lar economy to be this year’s overarching topic. Our purpose was to investigate this popular - yet sometimes misunderstood - concept, to define it and to find out how 

and to what extent it can be implemented in practice. In order to answer these ques-tions, we invited experts from different sectors, who shared their thoughts and knowledge about the circular economy.
Given the breadth of the topic, we divided the conference into three main sub-topics: Digitalisation, Global Trade, and Circular cities. Throghout the conference, we were able to discuss them in depth with experts from various fields, with the fil rouge of the circular economy tying the topics to-gether.

The keyotes, discussions and workshops at our conference inspired roughly 170 people over the three conference days. Moreover, we posted the keynotes and discussions on youtube, to enable every-one to dive deep into the idea of a circular economy.

Concluding, we can proudly say thank you to our team and are looking forward to next year’s conference. 
The Co-Chairs of EPPC 2021Lucrezia Flavia FerrettiChristian Groeber& Tobias Palmowski

TEAM OF THE YEAR
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A DIGITAL CONFERENCE

303 Registrations

176 Turnout

41 Countries Represented 282.6m Average Time Spent

9.43 / 10 Post Event Rating
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THE ROAD TO 2021

KICKING IT OFF
In February, we organised an online kick-off event for the EPPC 2021. We introduced our 
speakers and the topic, and the audience was introduced to the concept of circularity by 
Dr Sebastian Levi - postdoctoral researcher at the Hertie School.

THE TOPIC AND THE TEAM
After the first meeting, our new team met several times in an hybrid way: some people 
participated from the Hertie School, others from around the world. In these first meet-
ings, we chose “Coming Full Circle” as this year’s conference topic and started setting up 
our logistics, communications and content teams.

DIGITAL CO-WORKING
Hybrid and online meetings became the new normal iduring the pandemic, especially 
when Germany entered tit’s second lockdown. Structuring work in Miroboards and con-
ducting regular calls, we needed to answer several questions. Online, Hybrid or Offline? 
Which date? What about hygiene concepts?

THE CONFERENCE
After half a year of preparation, the hard work finally paid off. From 23rd to 25th of 
April, we conducted the first online EPPC, which turned out to be the largest EPPC so 
far.

LAST MINUTE PREPARATIONS
Finalizing everything regarding the AirBnB venue, organizing the filming equipment, dis-
cussing about hygiene concepts and strict “staff plans” at the venue, and last but not least 
organizing replacements for speakers that cancelled last minute, the last days passed by 
very quickly. 

VENUE. VENUE? VENUE!
Getting a venue was the other big task at this time. At first we looked for hybrid spaces, 
with participants onsite and online. Then we looked for spaces fwhich would allow us to 
have spakers onsite and partcipants online. And finally. as the pandemic situation rather 
worsened than bettered, we decided to stream only the moderation from an AirBNB, with 
speakers and participants streaming from their homes. Moreover, we dealt with cancella-
tions following previous confirmations due to the Covid pandemic.

EMAILS - FROM BERLIN TO THE WORLD!
In late 2020, writing emails and calling offices was the main task of the content team. 
Having decided on subtopics, we needed to motivate people from all around the world to 
take part as speakers in our conference.

EARLY BEGINNINGS
In early October, the EPPC kicked-off with a first meeting hosted by last years team, 
Hertie and the IPLI foundation at the lecture hall of the Hertie School.
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On Friday, April 23rd we 
opened the 2021 edi-
tion of the EPPC with a 

keynote by André Confiado, an 
international sustainable devel-
opment professional working on 
environmental and urban issues. 
He was formerly an Associate 
Program Officer at the UN Envi-
ronment Program, working on a 
just and equitable transition to a 
circular economy at the city-level.  

He kicked off the conference with a 
presentation titled “Circular econ-
omy, transition in cities”, where he 
combined his personal experience 
living in cities all over the world, 
including the Global South, with 
the concept and implementa-
tion of circular economy models.  

He started by illustrating how im-
portant the circular economy is for 
cities, by talking about different 
aspects such as urban planning, 
building design and energy. Then, 
he proceeded to tie this topic 
with that of digitalization, often 
considered a panacea for all mod-
ern problems, and explained what 
kind of advantages and disadvan-
tages it might offer. A section was 
also dedicated to the role of the 
European Union in the transition. 

The bottom line of the speech was 
the need to go “back to the basics” 
while keeping an eye on the big 
picture, leaving no one behind and 
implementing a truly global circu-
lar transition. The keynote was fol-
lowed by a lively Q&A discussion. 

COMING FULL CIRCLE
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We finished the first 
evening of the confer-
ence with a screening 

of Honeyland, in collaboration 
with Hertie’s own Cinema Politi-
ca. The Academy Award winning 
film follows Europe’s last female 
wild- beekeeper, Hatidze Mura-
tove, who is as pure as the honey 
she gathers from her wild hives. 
Her surroundings are as bountiful 
as they are rugged. In a deserted 
mountain village with neither elec-
tricity nor running water, she looks 
after her bedridden mother. The 
film’s protagonists often seem to 
behave as if they’re unobserved, 
resulting in a stunningly filmed, 
intimate portrait of their lives. 
The screening was followed by a 

SCREENING 
HONEYLAND

discussion with one of the film’s 
directors, Ljubomir Stefanov, as 
well as circular economy expert 
Christopher Brosse, and hosted 
by Cinema Politica’s Laetitia Stuijt. 
The three of them discussed the 
connections between the film’s 
themes and the circular economy, 
some obvious and others more 
subliminal. Ljubomir also shared 
insights into how filming took 
place and his current projects. 
Together with Christopher, he an-
swered questions by the audience 
at the end of their discussion. 
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Cillian Lohan held the key-
note speech on the role dig-
italisation can play for the 

circular economy. As a member 
of the European Economic and 
Social Committee, an advisory 
body to the other EU institutions 
with civil society actors from ev-
ery member state, he got appoint-
ed as rapporteur for the Circular 
Economy Action Plan. Based on 
his idea, the European Circular 
Economy Stakeholder Platform 
was built as an official space for 
exchange within the EU to iden-
tify possible problems of legisla-
tion for circular economy actors. 
Once a year, companies can meet 
on a circular economy conference 
and throughout the year the dig-
ital platform offers possibilities 

DIGITALISATION
for interaction and enables learn-
ing from best practices. The plat-
form is a great example for how 
digitisation can foster the transi-
tion to a circular economy. Con-
cular, represented by Dominik 
Campanella in the Digital Start-
ups Panel, was given as another 
exemplary that is also listed as a 
role model on the platform. Dig-
italisation can thereby indeed be 
an enabling tool, but Cillian Lo-
han also stressed that it is not a 
necessity for circularity, and we 
should value indigenous knowl-
edge and non-digital ways to live 
in harmony with nature as well.

Cillian Lohan
EESC
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The panel discussion on “Dig-
italisation and the Circular 
Economy” built on the key-

note speech by Cilian Lohan and 
focussed on the interdependen-
cies of digital progress and suc-
cessful circular models. As public 
discussion on digitalisation and 
climate change has already point-
ed out, the rapid increase in serv-
ers and smart devices might in-
terfere with sustainability goals. 
On the other hand, the speakers 
demonstrated how digital tools 

THE PANEL
can help accelerate the circu-
lar transition. Adriana Neligan’s 
(DIW) research focusses on how 
firms use digital tools to improve 
circularity. To ensure a diversi-
ty of viewpoints, we also invited 
an NGO, a firm and an EU civ-
il servant working on the topic. 
Rozalina Petrova from the EU En-
vironment Commissioner’s office 
gave us a brief introduction into 
EU circularity policy, while Shahr-
iare Mahmood from the Finnish 
company “Spinnova Oy” explained 

how his team tries to maximize 
circularity in the clothing sector. 
Joan Marc Simon, CEO of the civ-
il society initiative “Zero Waste 
Europe” also contributed to the 
discussion that revolved around 
the best use of digital tools for 
the common good in resource use 
policies: Countering “early obso-
lence” of consumer devices, in-
centivising reuse and developing 
ecodesign and transparency rules. 

Rozalina Petrova
European Commission

Shahriare Mahmood
Spinnova Oy

Joan Marc Simon
Zero Waste Europe

Dr. Adriana Neligan
German Economic 
Institute
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A “COVID”-CONFERENCE

LOCATION
As everyone will be well aware of, 2020 was no ordinary year. The pandemic disrupted every 
aspect of our lives, including presence-based events. For public health reasons, therefore, we 
found ourselves in the situation to forcefully adapt to the new circumstances, and decided to 
host the EPPC online for participants and speakers, which so far had never been done. For 
our team, we searched and found a venue with wide open spaces. At this venue, we were able 
to host the conference and stream the moderations safely for everyone.

PEOPLE CONCEPT
Amidst the uncertainty generated by the challenge of running a conference in a complete-
ly new format, we set ourselves out to plan a conference that would be indeed online, but 
still as interactive as possible. This because we - the EPPC organizing team - were strongly 
convinced that the interaction between audience and speakers is what makes a conference 
valuable and brings the exchange on another level.

TESTING CONCEPT
Unfortunately, Covid was a constant present over all of 2020, and 2021 as well. while plan-
ning the conference, we had to constantly take into consideration the implications of the 
pandemic, the ever-changing containment rules, and obviously - the health of the organising 
committee, the speakers and the audience. For this reason, we while the conference was car-
ried out online, the core organising team was able to work onsite, thanks to several civid-tests 
that were carried out every day.

DIGITAL TOOL
As a digital tool we chose the online platform hopin, which enables the audience and the 
speakers to interact very similar as onsite. With panels, keynotes, workshops and networking 
possibilities as well as a chat and schedule, the platform combined everything we could hope 
for, but one thing - catering. But for that we found another solution: Sending out 100 care 
packages with sustainable filling to the participants participating from Germany.
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Unlocking the potential of 
digitalisation for circulari-
ty - how can startups help? 

In this panel, which was part of our 
the EPPC’s broader Digitalization 
sub-theme, six startup founders 
presented the work they are carry-
ing out in different industries, for 
example construction, the textile 
industry, and waste management. 
The purpose was for them to ex-
plain how they use digital tools, 
and how do these help them in 
fostering the transition to a more 
circular economy. After a panel 
with more institutionalized big 
stakeholders, we deemed it im-
portant to make the voices of oth-
er bottom-up stakeholders heard.  

For this, we tried to recruit speak-
ers from different sectors, in or-
der to offer more diverse perspec-

Petros TImotheu
Founder @ iCEEP

Matthias Potthast
Co-Founder & Manag-
ing DIrector @ Relevo

Matija Zuji
CEO Agrivi

Henning Gillberg
Founder & CEO @ 
Repamanera

tives: We had the pleasure to host 
Dominik Campanella - Co-Found-
er of Concular - Resource-effi-
cient & Circular Construction & 
restado, which both aim to re-
duce the waste and GHG emis-
sion in the construction sector - 
the largest polluter in the world. 
The second panel speaker was 
Friedrich Köser, CEO & Co-found-
er of GreenCircle GmbH, a start-
up that facilitates customer to 
customer exchange of durable 
pre-loved goods. We also had 
Henning Gillberg, Founder & CEO 
of Repamera - Sweden’s first on-
line tailor that repairs clothes, and 
Matija Zulj, Founder and CEO at 
Agrivi, a farm management soft-
ware company with a vision to 
change how food is produced. 
Lastly, we had with us Matthias 
Potthast, Co-Founder & Manag-

ing Director at Relevo, a smart 
and deposit-free reusable system 
for To-Go & Take-Away, and Pet-
ros Timotheou, Founder of iCEEP 
Be a zero waste hero, which 
connects consumers to their 
favourite brands by digitizing 
brand-specific takeback schemes. 

After a brief introduction by the 
speakers on their work and how 
they employ digital tools, we 
moved on to discussing advan-
tages, disadvantages and myths 
of digitalization, policy sugges-
tions and inclusive work prac-
tices in different industries. The 
panel was from the very begin-
ning very lively, both from the 
speakers’ side and from the audi-
ence’s side, so much that we were 
not able to answer all questions. 

START-UP DISCUSSION
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Friedrich Köser
CEO & Co-Founder 
@ Green Circle

Dominik Campanella
Co-Founder @ 
Concular

"The crosscut between green and digital 
is quite exciting because it brings a lot of 
opportunities"

"sustainable behaviour is a costly and 
inconvenient: digitalisation can help make 
sustainable decisions easy"

"Digitalisation does not go without 
an environmental impact"

"We don't just need laws, but good laws - 
without lobby interests"

“
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The focus of this panel was 
on the main challenges 
that Latin America faces in 

its transition to a circular mod-
el. Together with our speakers, 
we went over what efforts have 
been, are and will be relevant for 
a transition of other regions in 
the world. The focus was on Lat-
in America, and on how region-
al alliances can support access 
to financing by governments 
and the business sector to mo-
bilise resources for innovation. 

For this discussion, we were 
joined by several representa-
tives of different institutions. Our 
first speaker was Maria Pia Alon-
so, a consultant at the PAGE Pro-
gram (Uruguay and Argentina) 
for the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation Re-
gional office. Then, we had Mi-
chael Oliveira, Cities Activation 
Manager for Latin America at 
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation. 
Our third speaker was Petar Os-
tojic, Co-Founder and CEO of 
Neptuno Pumps, Founder and 
Executive Director of the Cen-
ter of Innovation and Circular 
Economy - CIEC, Founder and 
CEO of NDX Technology, UNI-
DO Consultant, recognized as 
the first promoter of the circular 

GLOBAL TRADE
economy in Latin America by the 
World Economic Forum and se-
lected Highly Commended for 
Circular Economy Leadership 
by The Circulars 2017 in Davo. 
Finally, we had Karolina Zaz-
vorkova, policy officer responsi-
ble for Latin American countries 
at the European Commission. 

This international discussion 
started with debating about 
what does circularity mean for 
global alliances with an econ-
omy based on global trade as 
well as the progress and main 
challenges for a global tran-
sition to the circular model. 
The European Commission re-
ferred to the policies they have 
been implemented along the 
years to lead the way in that 
direction and its interaction 
with the Latin American region. 

Another key topic was the ways 
and mechanisms these alliances 
can support access to financing 
by government and the busi-
ness sector to mobilise resourc-
es for innovation. In addition, 
our speakers highlighted some 
experiences and good practic-
es of cooperation mechanisms 
between Europe and Latin 
America that foster circularity. 

Mike Oliviera
Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation

Karolina Zazvorkova
European Commission

Petar Ostojic
Center of Innovation 
Chile

Pia Alonso Ribas
UNIDO Uruguay
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WORKSHOPS
Partnering with Circular Berlin, 
our participants were led through 
interactive sessions that chal-
lenged them to dig deep into 
circular design strategies and 
business models. During the first 
day’s session, participants re-
imagined a common household 
item (e.g. sleeper sofa) and con-
sidered the local system bound-
aries for the product. Working 
in teams, participants built re-
silience into the system and de-
signed improvements that would 
make the product more circular.  
Building on the previous conversa-
tions, the second day focused on 
resilient business strategy. Taking 
into consideration the important 
actors and stakeholders mapped 
on the day before, the teams 

imagined improving the business 
model using circular strategies to 
gain inspiration. Each workshop 
also grounded the conversation 
in applicable sustainable develop-
ment goals (SDGs) which pushed 
the groups to further consider 
the impact on environmental, so-
cial, and economic sustainability.  

The workshops were quite suc-
cessful, with so many sing-
ups that we had to organize 
some extra ones. We were 
very happy to see the partic-
ipants willing to engage in di-
rect exchange with one another.  
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Stefan Tidow is the Perma-
nent Secretary for the En-
vironment and Climate Pro-

tection for Berlin. In his Keynote 
he spoke about the possibilities 
for circularity on the local level to 
decouple economic growth from 
environmental harm. He present-
ed some policies and measures 
the Berlin senate put in place to 
foster zero waste goals. The green 
procurement regulation is one of 
those. “The life cycle approach is 
most relevant in the green pro-
curement regulation. This means 
to not only considering the pur-
chase price, but all costs that oc-
cur during the life of a product.” 
Another highlight and an exemple 
that “demonstrates the state of the 
art of sustainable urban design” 
is the new Schumacher quart-
ier at the former Tegel airport.  

He closed his speech with stress-
ing that reuse must be anchored in 
society and that the circular cities 
approach is of great importance 
- for the local level and globally. The Circular Cities Panel fo-

cused on implementation of 
circular economic policies 

in urban environments and how 
it can be feasible to make circu-
lar economies a reality in munic-
ipalities. This panel, moderated 
by Christian Groeber and Allison 
Tucker, featured five speakers. Fe-
dra Vanhuyse from the Stockholm 
Environmental Institute streamed 
in from Sweden; Oriana Romano 
joined us from Paris - where she 
is the head of the Water Gover-
nance and Circular Economy unit 
at the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development. 
Piyush Dhawan, co-founder of 
The Circular Collective, contribut-
ed to the panel from New Delhi, 
India. Finally, two speakers joined 
remotely from Berlin, Germany: 
Georg Hubmann, on the Built En-
vironment team of Systems Re-

CIRCULAR CITIES

Stefan Tiedow
Permanent Secretary for 
the Environment and 
Climate Protection
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search at Circular Berlin and Jas-
min Miah, Officer of Governance 
and Social Innovation at ICLEI. 

With perspectives from advoca-
cy-oriented non-governmental 
organizations, think-tanks, in-
ternational organizations, each 
panellists contributed differently. 
Romano, the main author at the 
OECD circular economy 2020 
Synthesis Report, discussed the 
importance of interconnecting 
urban systems. For a truly circu-
lar system to thrive, the tourist 
plan has to be in alignment with 
the food plan (as well as any oth-
er long-term strategic plan a city 
makes). They each emphasized 
that while their recommendations 
and insights on urban planning and 
urban policy can be wide-reach-
ing, every city is different. Piyush 
pointed out that the population of 
New Delhi, India is over 18 million 
while the population of Turku, Fin-
land is under 200,000. Thus, each 
urban circumstance will require 
unique policy implementation.  

To close, each panelist addressed 
audience questions: for instance, 
do functional circular economy 
policies require a critical mass of 
infrastructure and if they each 
could make one specific change 
to the city that they live in. Ro-
mano emphasized that cities do 
not require any specific mass or 
scale to implement circular pol-
icy change. Many cities imple-

ment pilot projects on this level 
that need funding to scale up. 
Georg wanted an increased par-
ticipation of civil society in policy 
making, not just participation in 
the sense of voting in an online 
poll, but meaningful participation 
at the district or neighbourhood 
level. While this is a general wish, 
it could specifically help push a 
local circular economy agenda. 
Similarly, Fedra wanted to see 
a car-free city center. Globally, 
24% of fossil fuel emissions stem 
from transportation; Vanhuyse 
imagined a city without vehicles 
which would make the city saf-
er and generate a lot more space 
for other activities. She urged a 
car-sharing system where all city 
residents can rent a car if need-
ed. Jasmin echoed this feedback 
as she wished for more urban su-
perblocks that take the focus to 
pedestrian well-being and more 
intentional planning between 
urban-rural municipalities, be-
cause urban spaces are not op-

erating in the world in isolation. 
Piyush urged a participatory 
approach and a comprehensive 
10-year city vision – not shorter 
political cycles – as climate cri-
sis require long term thinking. 

This was a fantastic panel to close 
the 2021 EPPC as it incorporated 
facets of global trade and facets 
of digitalisation, the other two 
foci this year. All five panellists 
were quite engaged; the audience 
members, panelists, and modera-
tors alike had more questions than 
we could fit into the time, leaving 
more for moderators and audi-
ence members to research inde-
pendently after the conference.  

Georg Hubmann
Circular Berlin

Oriana Romano
OECD

Piyush Dhawan
the circular collective

Jasmin Miah
ICLEI

Fedra Vanhuyse
Stockholm Environmental 
Institute
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You missed our conference? 
We posted all panels and keynotes on youtube. 
Just scan the QR-Code on the right.


